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1 Tiuorny vi. 18. 


That They Do Good; that they be Rich in 
Good Works; Ready to Diſtribute ; Wil- 
ling to Communicate. 


+ 

HE Words are part of that Charge, which 
St. Paul commanded Timothy to give to 
Them that are Rich in this World, v. 17. 

- The City of Epheſus, like all other great 

= and populous Cities, abounded with Many of Theſe; 

and the Advice was ſuch as if well Received, and du- 


ly Obſerved by them, would prove no leſs uſeful to 
Themſelves, than Advantagious to Others. | 
There is Something in the Riches of this World 
ſo contrary to the Spirit of Chriſtianity; ſo apt to 
take off Mens Hearts and Affections from their Duty, 
and to run Them into a thoufand Vanities and Follies 
utterly Deſtructive of all true Piety; that our Sa- 
viour ſeems ſometimes to repreſent Thoſe Men as al- 


moſt Uncapable of being His Diſciples who have any t. x. 23, 24. 
large Superfluity of Them. Pride, Covetouſneſs, Sen- ,in 24: 


ſuality, Oppreſſion; and an innumerable Train of 
Other irregular Luſts, and Vices, commonly follow 
the Poſſeſſion of Them: And hard it is for any one to 
abound in a plentiful Enjoyment of the Good Things 
of this World, without being proportionably Poor 
and Deſtitute with reſpect to the Other, * 
But what then muſt ſuch Perſons do to ſecure 
Themſelves againſt this Danger; and to Sanctifie their 
| Riches 
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Riches (which, after all, are the Gift of God, and 
may be employ'd to Excellent Purpoſes) to their more 
abundant Retribution in Heaven; inſtead of ſuffering 
them to Clog Them in their Paſſage, or even wholly 
to Cloſe up their Way to It? 

The Anſwer to this is plain, and fully deliver'd in 
the Words. of my Text. Let them Do Good; Let 
them be Rich in Good Werks : f Ready to Diſtribute ; 
Willing to Communicate : This will turn their very 
Temptation into a Bleſſing; and entituleghem to as 
great a Degree of Glory in the Other World, as they 
now enjoy of Riches, and Superfluities, in This. 

But tho this therefore be the Charge, of St. Paul, 
to Them that are Rich in this World, yet we are not 
to look upon it as belonging ſo peculiarly to Thoſe, 
as not equally to regard, in the ſubſtance of theſe Du- 
ties, the, Meaneſt Perſons. Tis true Men of Mode- 
rate Fortunes cannot give ſo largely to the Poor as 
Thoſe of Whom we are now Speaking: And Some 
may poſlibly be ſo very Straight, and Indigent in their 
Circumſtances, as not to be Able to Give any thing 
at all. But yet ſtill the Former of Theſe may Do 
{ſomewhat : They may Give according to their Ability; 
and may be Ready, and Willing, to Give gladly of 
the Little which they poſſeſs. And even the Latter 

may have a Bountiful; Heart, tho they cannot ſhew 

it in the Diſtributions of a Bountiful Hand. They may 

Wiſh, and Deſire, that they could Abound in this 

Grace, as well as in Others: And God, who ſearches 

the Heart, will accept of their Good Will; and no leſs 

Reward Their Charitable Mind, than the Others 
Charitable Works. R | 

And now that I may give ſome light, and offer 

ſome Encouragement, to the Praftiſeof a Duty ſo Ex- 
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cellent in its ſelf; ſo Acceptable to God; ſo profita- 
ble to Thoſe who Fulfil it, as well as to Thoſe who 
receive the Benefits of it; I ſhall make it my Endea- 
vour in the following Diſcourſe to ſhew ; 

I. What it was that the Apo/tle here commanded 
Timothy to Charge his Rich Epheſians to Do, 
with Relation to- this Matter. | 

II. Upon what Grounds the Duty here required is 
Founded; and what great Obligations lie upon 
All of Us to diſcharge it, as far as our ſeveral 
Circumſtances Enable us to Do. Which having 

done, I will | 
III. And laſtly, Offer you ſome Res for the bet- 
ter direction of your Charity: That ſo this Du- 
ty which is in its ſelf ſo Excellent, may be ren- 
der'd yet more Valuable, by your Wiſe, and 
Prudent, Diſcharge of It. 


I. Let us Conſider, What it was that the Apoſtlz 
here commanded Timothy to Charge his Rich 
Epheſians to Do, with Relation to this Matter. 


Now That will appear from a brief Survey of the 
ſeveral Phraſes of the Text; which, being rightly un- 
derſtood, will be found to contain Four Summary, 


* bur comprehenſive, Rules of Charity : The two Former 
* with reſpect to the Work its: ſelf of Giving Alms.;, The 
* two Latter with relation to that Temper, and Diſpo- 
= ſition of Mind, which ought to accompany the G1v- 


ing of Them. 
The firſt Rule, is General, To Do Good: And 

| where Charity is the Subject, to Do Good, in the lan- 
er uage of the New Teſtament, is but another Expreſ- 
| 5 for being Chprirabte. Our Saviour thus taught 


At | his 
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his Diſciples to Tpeak 3 and they ſoon learnt to Price, 
as well as to Act, after his Example. 
When a certain Woman Anointed the Head of the 
Bleſſed Feſus with a very precious Ointment; and 
Some who diſliked the Action began to aſk, Why ſuch 
Mart xvi. 3, 6. a Waſt tens made of it? For that this Ointment might 
have been ſold for more than three hundred Pence, and 
have been given to the Poor; Our Lord thus either 
Defended, or Excuſed, what She had done; Let Her 
alone, Why E Her? She hath wrought 4 Good 
Work pon me. For ye haue the Poor with you al- 
ways, and whenſoever ys will ye may Do Them Good; 
but Me ye have not always. Whatever be the Mean- 
ing of that Good Work which this pious Woman did to 
our Saviour; it cannot be doubted but that by Doing 
Good to the Poor, we muſt underſtand the Reliævin 
f Them; and that our Lord intended it as an Anſwer 
to the Exception of thoſe angry Diſciples, that ſhe 
ſhould rather have fold the Ointment, and have given 
the Price of it to the Poor, than have poured it, as (he 
did, on Jeſus's Head. , ag 
It is in the ſame ſenſe that we are told of Charita- 
ble Dorcas, Acts ix. 36. that She was a Woman full 
of Good Works, and Alms Deeds, which ſbe did. And 
to come ſtill nearer" to the Expreſſion before Us; 
it is in the ſame ſenſe we are to underſtand that Ex- 
hortation of our Apoſtle to the'Galatizns, Chap. vi. , 
10. Not to be weary in Well Doing; Bur as They bad | 
Opportunity to Do Good unto All Men; that is to be : 
Ready to Succour, and Relieve Them.  f 


When therefore St. Paul here bids Timothy, Charge 
Them which are Rich in this World, that they ſhould 
Do Good, his Meaning is plainly this; that They 
ſhould employ their Riches to the Exerciſe of Charity 3 
an 


— 8 3 
8 
— — 


— —— — — — a — 1 
St. Margarets-Weſtminſter,” Jan. 8. 1705. 


_ 43. 


and be the more Bountiful to thoſe who are in Need. 


And if this be the frue Import, as it evidently is, of 
Doing Good; it will follow ; 
Sercondiy, that to be Rich in Good Works muft de- 
note a Free and Liberal Exerciſe of this Grace. That 
fuch Perſons as we are now ſpeaking of, ſhould not 
only Give to the Poor out of their Abundance, but 
ſhould Give plentifully: And as much Exceed Others 
in the Largeneſs of their Diſtributions, as God has- 
been more Abundant in his Diſpenſations to Them, 
than He has been to Other Men. 
And this is not only founded upon that General 
Rule of the Goſpel, (the Reaſon of which is applicable 
to Theſe, no leſs than to our more Spiritual Perfor- 
mances) that I Whom Much is given, of Him Much 
ſhall be required; Luk. xii. 48. but is neceſſarily Con- 
ſequent. upon the very Nature of the Duty its ſelf. 
For if it be the Duty of Every Man to Do Good, that 
is to be Charitable; then We muſt either ſay that 
there is no Stated Proportion at all to be obſerved in 
our Doing of it, but that He who has the leaſt, is 
obliged to give as bountifully as He who has the moſt z 
(which is not only unreaſonable in the Suppoſition, 
but will be oftentimes found to be Impoſſible in Pra- 
ctice:) Ox we mult ſink the Exerciſe' of this Virtue 
fo Low, that Every One, tho never ſo Moderate in 
his Outward Circumſtances, may be in a Capacity of 
diſcharging it to as high a Degree as any One is ob- 
liged to Do; (which would be in a good meaſure to 
Deſttoy the Exerciſe of Charity altogether:) Or if 
neither of Theſe can be allowed, as tis certain nei- 
ther of Them can; then it muſt remain that every 
One ought to proportion his Beneficence, to his Abi- 
Inies;:and, in he Words of our pelle, 1 Cori xvi. 2. 
* e R to 
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to Give as God hath Proſpered Him; and by ſo doing 

hath enabled him to Give. T4. 
Thus far then I take the Charge of the Text to be 
Clear, and Certain; that every Chriſtian, as He has 
Opportunity, ſhould be Charitable ;, and diſpenſe his 
Charity the more Bountifully to Others, the more plen- 
tifully it has pleaſed God to diſpenſe his Bleſſmgs to 
Him. But becauſe it is not ſufficient to entitule Any 
One to the Character of a Good Man that He does an 
Ad of Charity, unleſs He doth it with a Charitable 
Mind; and reſpects the Afection with which we 
Give, more than the Quantity of what we beſtow ; 
Thirdly; The Apoſtle directs Timothy to Charge his 
Rich Men not only to Do Good, and to be Rich in 
Good Works; but withal to be Ready to Diſtribute ; 
that is, to Crown their Good deeds with'a Suitable Diſ- 
poſition of Mind, and to bring a Liberal, and: Beneficent 
Heart, as well as a Free, and Bountiful Hand, to the 
Exerciſe of this Duty. For that Theſe may be ſepa- 
rated, is certain; and every days Experience confirms 
it to us. Pride and Intereſt, Faction and Popularity, 
and a thouſand Other Motives of no better a nature, 
ſometimes procure as large a Bounty to an indigent 
Perſon as Love and Charity. Nay and even Thoſe 
have been induced by theſe Conſiderations to diſtri- 
bute to the Poor, from whom Pity and Compaſſion, 
would not have drawn a Penny for their Relief. But 
this, whatever it may ſeem to Men, is no Charity in 
ther gight of Gad + nariſhall it ever be Conſidered, or 
Rewarded, as ſuch. +Thongh.4 beſtow\-all my Goods to 
feed the Poor, ſays St. Paul, x Cor, xiii. g. (and That 
is the: moſt that any one Can do, as to the Outmard 
Aland more than any ons is ordinarily 251 
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do, ) yer if I have not Charity, (which therefore the 
Apoſtle ſuppoſed even Such a One might want) ic 
profiteth me wy | 
So that to perfect this Duty there muſt be firſt a 
Charitable Mind; and then, if there be an Ability, 
there muſt be a ſuitable beneficent Diſtribution alſo. 
The Former, even without the Larter, may be true 
Charity, and be accepted by God as Such : For if 
there be firſt a Willing Mind, it is accepted according 
to That a Man Hath, and not according to That he 
Hath not. 2 Cor. viii. 12. But the Latter without 
the Former, I mean the Act without the Heart and 
Affection, is but like n Prayer without Devotion; or 
Faſting without Humiliation; or, in the Compariſon 
of St. Fame, Chap. 11. 26. the Body without the Spi- 
rit; Dead, and Uſeleſs. It has the Shew and Ap- 
pearance of a Good Work to Us who cannot ſearch 
the Heart, and ſee the Defect of it; but to God it 
ſignifies Nothing: Who knows the Man with all his 
ſeeming Liberality to have no Charity; that is, no 
inward Compaſſion for, or Affection towards, his 
Neighbour. 

Nay but this is not yet All: St. Paul would have 
Us Chriſtians carry Our Love till Higher ; and to this 
Readineſs to Diſtribute add, A 

Fourth, A Willingneſs to Communicate » Which 
Phraſe however ſome confound with the foregoing 
Expreſſion, as if they Both ſignified but One and the 
Same Thing; yet I take this Latter, to add ſtill more 
Force, and Energy, to the Former. 

The Word which the Apoſtle makes uſe of properly 
relates to ſuch Perſons as are Foint-Partners in a Com- 
mon Stock, or Trade, and ſo have a mutual Intereſt in 


what belongs to it. Now the Chriſtian Church is, you 


know; repreſented in the Holy PRIN as a Society 
{ of 
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of Men United together in a Sacred Bond of Fellom- 
ſhip with One Another. And therefore as there is a 
Communion of Saints reſulting from hence in Other 
ie ſo We are told there ſhould be ſuch a Fe- 

;/pip alſo in the Concerns of a Brotherly Love for, 
and Charity towards, One Another. | 

It was with relation to this Notion, that St. Paul 
exhorted the Romans to, Communicate to the Neceſſity 
of Saints, that is, of their Fellow-Chriſtians ; Rom. 
xii. 13. And to paſs from the Apoſtle's Precepts, to 
their Practice; it was upon this foundation that the 
whole Chriſtian Church at the Beginning had. Al things 
Common : Act. 11. 44. They brought their Particular 
Eſtates into One-Publick Treaſury; from whence a 
Diſtribution was made to All, as Every One had Need. 
And how far the ſame Spirit continued in the fol- 
lowing Ages to work after the like manner, the Hi- 
ſtories of thoſe times ſufficiently inform us. 

Here then 1s that extraordinary Diſpoſition of Mind, 
which I conceive our Apoſtle; deſign d to recommend 
to us in this Laſt expreſſion. That we, ſhould. not 

See Gal. vi, only be, in general, of a Charitable, Free, Beneficent 
10. temper towards Al men; apt to Conſider the wants of 
Others, and Ready to Relieve Them; but, with re- 
ſpect to our Fellow Chriſtians, ſhould. be Willing, or, 
Sociable to Communicate: Should look upon them as 
our Partners; Perſons who have a joint Right with 
us to all that part of our Eſtates which Their Neceſli- 
ties call for, and our Abundance enables Us to Spare 
for their Relief. That we ſhould. account it not {0 
much Charity, as Juſtice, to provide for Theſe : That 
to neglect to do it, would be to deny them that which 
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by the Order of God, and; the Nature of the Chri- | 
{tian Church, they haye, a Right to. In ſhort; That ; 
we ſhould ſo think of every Member of e C 
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dy, as of One of the Same Communion, and Fellowſhip 
with our ſelves: For whoſe Support we are not only 
obliged, as in Other Cafes, freely to diſpenſe of our 
Superflulties, but to reſtrain many times our ver 

Convehiences too; and rather Deny our Selves what 
we might otherwiſe innocently allow, than ſuffer ſuch 
a One to be greatly in Need. 

This is that Temper of Mind, that diſpoſition of 
Heart and Spirit, Which the Apoſile here requires of 
Us towards One Another. And He who is thus A 
fected towards his Brother, and does Good to Him ac- 
cordingly, cannot fail of coming up to the full Heighth 
of this Duty; and whatſoever elſe He may chance to 
Want, will be ſure to be Rich in Good Works, I pro- 
ceed, 

II. To enquire, Upon what Grownds this excellent 
Duty is founded: And what great Obligations 
lis upon all of us to fulfil it, as far as our ſeve- 

ral Circumſtances enable us to Do. 

And (Iſt.) As the Occaſion we have for the Exer- 
ciſe of our Charity is Owing to the Providence of God, 
who has in his infinite Wiſdom thought fit ſo to Or- 
der this World as to place men in ſeveral States and 
Conditions in it; ſo we muſt Conclude, from this very 
Order and Diſpoſition of Human Affairs, that it was 
his Intention that Thoſe whom He had placed in a 
Higher Rank, and to whom He had given a Super- 


fluity of the Good things of this Life, ſhould out of 


their Abundance provide for 'Them that Need; and 


have no other Ordinary Means of Sb/i/ting, but * 


the Charity, and Beneficence, of ſuch Perſons. 

Had all Men been alike in their Fortunes and E- 
ſtates, there would either have been no occaſion for this 
Virtue, or no Poſſibility of exerciſing of It. They 


would All have been in ſo Good a Condition, as not 
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to Need a Relief; Or All in ſo Bad a One, as not to 


have. been Able to ſupply One Anothers Wants. 
Whereas by dividing the Riches of this World into ſuch 
a Variety of Degrees, as there are Many who want 
our Aſſiſtance, ſo there are no Fewer who have 
wherewith-all to Succour and Aſſiſt Them. And all 
this being the Reſult of the Divine Providence, does 
at once both ſhew what Every one is Able, and what 
(for that Reaſon alone) He ought to account himſelf 
Obliged to Do, with relation to this Matter. 

To confirm this Remark, let me Obſerve (2dly) 
That in conſequence of that Diſpoſition of Things, of 


which I am now ſpeaking; it has pleaſed Almighty 


God to implant ſuch. a Principle in A of Us, as natu- 
rally directs Us, without any Inſtruction, to our 
Duty in this particular. 

We have All not only a Similitude to, but a kind 
of Relation alſo towards, One Another. We came, 
Originally, from the ſame common Parents; We are 
endued with the ſame Reaſon and Faculties; Welive 
in the ſame World ; Are under the Influences of the 
ſame Providence; and upon all theſe accounts are E- 
qual to One Another in more, and greater Circumſtan- 
ces, than any we can differ 2 One Another in. Now 


All theſe not only Argue for, but by a ſecret Impulſe 


of Nature diſpoſe Us to, a ſingular Kindneſs and E- 
fteem for our Neighbour , upon this very account 
that He is a Man; of the ſame Kind, and Original, 
with our Selves ; and for whoſe Support therefore we 
ought to be Concern'd, as well as for our Own. 
And thus far that natural Tendency, and Affection 
of the Mind, which we call Humanity, does of its ſelf 


diſpoſe us to the Practice of this Duty. But the Prin- 


ciples of Reaſon, and that Deſire of Society which is 
implanted in All of Us, will carry Us yet * 
| ele 
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Theſe will ſhew Us that it is Fitting, nay that it is 
Expedient, that Men ſhould Love, and Help, and Suc- 
cour One Another. That every One ſhould Do to Others, 
as he would have Others, in the like Caſe, do to Him. 
That upon the Obſervation of theſe Principles Society 
is founded, and the Comforts, and even Security, of 
Life depend. That it muſt. therefore be the Duty of 
Every One to Act according to theſe Meaſures : And 
that He ought to be accounted an Enemy to Mankind, 
and to be Outlaw'd from all Soctety, who refuſes to 
be Governed by Them. 
But now what is there in the World more plain, than 
that if any Rich Man were Himſelf in want, He would 
Defire ; and, upon the Grounds I have here mentio- 
ned, would think He might juſtly expect too, that Thoſe 
who have a Superfluity, and were Able todo it, ſhould 
Reheve Him out of their Abundance 9 And what then 
ought He in natural Juſtice, as well-as Kindneſs, to 
conclude, but that He Himſelf is Obliged to Do likewiſe. 
Let me add to this Gale The Conſideration of 
Intereſt its ſelf in this particular: A Motive that ſel- 
dom fails of perſwading Thoſe who are the moſt Co- 
vetous; and which no leſs than any of the Other 
Conſiderations I have already offer d, requires ſuch a 
Diſtribution of Us. 

There is no One ſo Rich as not to ſtand in need of 
the Help, and Aſſiſtance, of the Poor. They are Theſe 
who Work for Him; Who menage his Aﬀairs; im- 

rove his Eſtate? and make his' very Riches them- 
{elves uſeful to him. Without their Service the moſt 
Wealthy Perſons would be oftentimes no leſs in diſtreſs 
f than the Meaneſt of thoſe whom They Relieve: 
b When Age and Sickneſs come upon Them; and They 
5 can neither Eat, nor Drink, nor Move, but by the 
Help and Miniſtry of Thoſe about Them. And what 
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Accidental Kindneſſes (eſpecially in doubtful and dan- 
gerous times) the Greateſt, and moſt Proſperous, may 
receive from the Love, and Fidelity, of Thoſe whom 
They have thus made Their Friends; the many In- 
ſtances we have met with of the Deliverances of ſuch 
Perſons by their Induſtry, and ſometimes with the 
Hazard of their Own Lives to ſave Theirs, ſuffi- 
ciently inform Us. 

And now that I am mentioning thoſe greater Chan- 
ges which ſometimes happen in States and Kingdoms, 
1 muſt not forget the Leſler Contingencies of Mens 

rivate Fortunes and Eſtates. I need not ſay to what 
55 They are Expoſed; and how often we ſee 
Perſons abounding in all the Superfluities of Life, upon 
a ſudden, brought themſelves to Want. But ſure I am 
it will very much become Thoſe who are in the Beſt 
Circumſtances, ſeriouſly to think upon This : And 
when They do ſo, to Conſider withal, ſhould this hap- 
pen to be their Own Caſe, How They can expect that 
any One ſhould Succour, or Aſſiſt them in their Wants, 
who have no Regard to the Neceſlities of Others. 

And thus far the very Laws of Nature, and Princi- 
ples of Right Reaſon, prove our Obligations to this 
Duty. But now (4thly) The Law of God, delivered 
to Us in the Holy Scriptures, will carry them ftill 
farther. For-God as He 1s the —_— Lord of the 
whole World ;, who not only by his Good Providence 
diſpenſes our Riches to Us, but till keeps the Laſt, 
bes Higheſt Title to them, and can diſpoſe as He 
pleaſes of Them; To has He expreſly declared our 
 Superfluities to belong to the Poor: And has thereby, 
in effect, given them a Right to all that part of every 
Man's Eſtate which He can conveniently ſpare, and 
their Wants do evidently require, 

Even under the Law God not only provided by his 
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ortion of every Man's Field, and Vineyard, to their 


Reſtore, the Pledge of their poor Brother. If He 
were compell'd by want to Sell Himſelf, or His Land, 
after a Certain time to ſet Both at Liberty; not to men- 
tion ſeveral other Preceprs of the like kind, by which 
that People were directed to exerciſe their Charity. 

I ſhall not need to ſay how highly the Goſpel of 
Chriſt has improved This, as well as many Other 
Parts of our Duty: I have already ſufficiently done 
that, in the large Explication I before made of the 
Words of my Text. It may ſuffice to obſerve, that as 
Love, improved to its utmoſt Heighth, even That f 
Laying down our Lives for our Brethren, is declared 
by our Bleſſed Saviour to be his Greateſt, and moſt 
Proper Command ; Joh. xiii. 34, 35: AnewCommand- 
ment give I unto you, that ye Love One Another, as Thave 
Loved. you, that ye alſo Love One Another : By this ſhall 
All Men know that ye are my Diſciples, if ye have Love 
One to Another: So with regard to this particular 
Branch of it, He has repreſented the whole Enquiry 
of the future Judgment, as turning in a manner upon 
it: Mat. xxv. 31. &c. When the Son of Man ſhall come 
in bis Glory, and all the Holy Angels with Him, and. 
ſhall fit upon the Throne f His Glory : And before Him 
ball be Gathered All Nations, and He ſhall ſeparate 
them One from Another, as.a Shepherd divideth his 
Sheep from the Goats 3 and ſhall ſet the Sheep on his 
Right hand, but the Goats on bis left Then ſhall He 
' ſay to Thoſe on bis Right hand, Come ye bleſſed of my 
Father, inberit the Kingdom prepared. for you from the 
Foundation of the, World. For Inas an Hungred, and 
Je gave me Meat; I was. Thirſty, and ye gave me 

N | | I 3 Drink; 


General Commands for Them; but Aſſigned a Certain Pest. xv. 1. 


Pſal. exii. 10. 


ſe. He Commanded the Fews to Lend readily, and Prev. xvii 


without. Uſury Either not to take, Or preſently to 27 
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Drink; I was a Stranger, and ye took me in; Na- 
ked, and ye Cloathed me; I was Sick, and ye Viſited 
mne; I was in Priſon, and ye came unto me; —Verily I 
ſay unto you, inaſmuch as ye have done it unto One of the 
leaſt of Theſe my Brethren, ye have done it unto Me. 
It would be in vain for me, after this, to offer an 
other Conſiderations to ſhew, what great Obligations 
our Saviour Chriſt has laid upon Us for the Exerciſe 
of this kind of Charity. As nothing can be more en- 
couraging than what I have now mentioned, ſo nei- 
ther need any thing more be added to increaſe the 
force of it. And therefore taking it for granted that 
you are by this time ſufficiently convinced both of the 
General Obligation incumbent upon All Chriſtians to 
Give, and of the particular Concern which Thoſe who 
are Rich in this World have, to give largely and boun- 
tifully to the Poor; I go on, | 
III. And Laſtly; To propoſe ſome Rules to you 
for the better Direction of your Charity That 
ſo this Virtue which in its ſelf is ſo Excellent, 
may be render'd yet more Valuable, by Your 
Wiſe and Prudent diſcharge of it. 
Aud becauſe this brings home my Diſcourſe to the 
particular Deſign, and Occaſion of it, it will be need- 
ful for me to proceed the more diſtinctly inthe trea- 
ting of this part of it. To which end, I wil 
1{t. Propoſe ſome General Rules to you for the Di- 
 redtion of your Charity And 
2dly. Will ſhew, How Thoſe Rules do concur in 
an eſpecial manner to recommend that particular 
kind of Charity, which I am now, with all affe- 
ctionate Earneſtneſs, to exhort you unto. 
1ſt. As to the former of theſe; The General Rules 
by which we ought to Direct our Charity, in 
order to a Wiſe and Prudent Diſtribution of it, 
They are chiefly theſe Four. (1ſt) That 
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FEltſt.) That that Charity oughtto be eſteemed the Beſt, 
and mo/t Uſeful, which is the moſt laſting; And not 
only relieves the preſent Neceſſities of the Perſon to 
whom it is Given, but will withal be likely ro keep 

| 1 from falling under any more want for the time to 
Come. 

He who gives a Man Money to maintain Himſelf and 
his Family for a Week, or a Month, does certainly ve- 
ry well: But if that Money would have procured him 
fuch an Employment, or have put him in ſuch a Way, 
that by the Means thereof, and his Own Induſtry there- 

upon, they might Both have been ſupported for many 
Tears; it cannot be doubted but that ſuch an Applica- 

tion of it would have been more Adviſeable, and in the 
Conſequence have proved of more real Benefit to the 
Perſon, and Family, to whom it was diſpenſed. In like 
manner; He who inſtead of giving an Alm to a poor 
Child, binds him out Apprentice to fome Honeſt and 
Profitable Trade, whereby He may for Seven, or more 
Years, be kept for his Work, and learn his Trade; and 
by the Knowledge thereof may afterwards be enabled, 
not only to maintain Himſelf, but to ſupport a Father 

or Mother, or ſome other indigent Relation; muſt be 

Confeſſed to have done a much Greater Act of Charity, 
than if He had paid for keeping Him a Year in Idleneſs, 
and ſo had left him to Starve all the reſt of his Life. 

(2dly) That Charity which at the ſame time that it 
ſupplies a Man's preſent Wants, does alſo provide for his 
Future Happineſs ;, and extends to the Soul, as well as to 
the Body; muſt be accounted a much Greater, and ore 
Excellent Charity, than ſuch as extends to the Body only; 
and looks no farther" than this preſent, ſport, and miſe- _ 
rable Life. And therefore He who inſtead of Relieving a 

Diſſolute, Sturdy, Eazy: Beggar, ſers Him to Work in 
ſome Honeſt” and Uſeful way 185 it-he refuſes 3 | 
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Ny © "fs: Hint to a Houſe of Correction, where He ſhall be 
forced to Work; and thereby delivers Him not only 
from his Idle Courſe of Life, which is its felf ſinful , 
but from all thoſe other Vices and Temptations which 
are wont to accompany ſuch a Courſe; does without 
Controverſie exerciſe a better, and more profitable Cha- 
rity, than if He had relieved Him in any Other, tho' to 
Himſelf a more chargeable, Way. | 

(3dly) That Charity which not only ſupplies the 
Private Wants of the Poor, but will .be likely, at the 
ſame time, to promote the Publick Good, is to be pre- 
ferr'd to ſuch a Charity as reaches no farther than to the 
Perſon who receives it; nor brings any Good to Any 
beſides Him who is immediately relieved thereby. 
| And this again ſhews the great Benefit ef Setting the 
Poor to Work beyond any Other Way of Relieving Them: 
Becauſe that by this means, they will not only be freed 
from their Own Wants, but will le render'd Profitable to 
their Country; which will Gain by their Labour, and 
be Enriched by Thoſe who, in any Other Way of Cha- 
rity, would be only a Burden and an Oppreſſion to it. 
To all which let me add (Athly) That that Char: 
which tends to promote the Glory of God, and the Pub 
lick Interefts of Religion, muſt be allow'd not only to be 
more Excellent than ſuch as terminates upon the Poor 
alone ; but to be of all Others the Highe#, and maſt Per- 
fett Kind of Charity; as aiming at two of the main Ends 
for which we Live in this World, the Honour of our 
Maker, and the Common Good: of our Fellow-Creatures. 
And therefore They who not only ſet Poor Children. to 
work, and Teach them how to. Get their Living, but 
- withal provide for their Hiſtruction in Matters of Reli- 
Lion, and breed them up to;aFertuous, and Pious, as well 
as an Induſirious Courſe off Life 3 muſt be confeſs'd to 
have carry'd this Duty to the utmoſt pitch that it is or- 
„„ %%% ͤ : ꝓ QQ TRL . dinarily 
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dinarily capable of; and to have taken the beſt Method 
to render their Charity Acceptable to God, and Profita- 
ble to Thoſe who are thus Educated, and Inſtructed, 
by the Help of it. 

Theſe I conceive are, in General, thoſe Meaſures by 
which we ſhould chiefly endeavour to Do Good. Let 
us ſee 

2dly. Whether Theſe Rules will not Every One of 

them concur, in an eſpecial manner, to Recommend 

that Particular Charity, which I am now concern'd 
with all affectionate Earneſtneſs toExhort you to. 
- » The Charity I mean, is That which hath been already ſo 
Often propoſed to you, and (to your Praiſe let me ſpeak 
it) never without a ſingular Encouragement from you; of 
Feeding, Cloathing, and Breeding up, a great number of poor 
Children in the Principles of Piety and Religion; and to 
the Knowledge of all 142 things as may qualifie them to 
live bereafter in theWorld, to the Glory of God; the Cre- 
dit of their Benefactors; the Good of their Country; and 
their own Comfort and Advantage. 

How far this kind of Charity has, by the Bleſſing of 
God, extended its ſelf in a very few Years; What Numbers 
of Children of Both Sexes have been taken into it; And 
to what diſtance from theſe Cities of London and Weſt- 

minſter (the Center where it firſt began) it has diffuſed 
its ſelf not only into the fartheſt Parts of this Kingdom, 
but even into Foreign Countries; I ſhall not need to ſay. 
But ſure if there be any One Kind of Charity that may 
deſerve to be Preferr'd to A Others; if in ſo excellent a £ 
Grace as this, we may-be allow'd to make Compariſons, 
and ſay that what we give in This Way, is more Accep- 
table to God, and moreProfitable to Mankind, than what 
is Given in Another; This is that Way in which we may 
Hope, upon all accounts, to Do the moſt Good; and expect 
the largeſt Returns hoth of Publick, and Private Bleſſmgs, 
om gur Beneficence. C2 + For 
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For to examine it more particularly by the Rules before 
laid down. s 

(1) What Charity can be more Laſting, more Exten/tve, 
than This > Which is deſign'd firft to Qualifie Por Children 
for Buſineſs; and then, at a competent Age, to provide ſome 
ſuitable Buſineſs or Employment for Them. % 

This not only breaks the Habit of Idleneſs betimes, and ac- 
cuſtoms them to Diligence and Induſtry; but puts a New Heart, 
and a New Spirit into Them. It enlarges their Minds by the 
Knowledge of what They are taught at the preſent; and ena- 
bles them farther to improve theſe firſt Inſtructions, by their 
Own Care, and Application, afterwards. It diſpoſes Them 
to Love, as well as obliges Them to Purſue, a Regular and 
Uſeful Courſe of Life; makes Them ambitious of being ſome- 
what above what They were born to in the World: And when 
they come to be placed out to ſome honeſt Trade or Em- 
ployment, it prompts them ſo to behave Themſelves in it, that 
when their Apprenticeſhip ſhall be ended, They may Live 
Comfortably, and even Reputably, by it. 

How / different is the State of ſuch Children from Theirs who 
have not had the benefit of the like Education? Who have 
Learnt nothing that is Good; Who can neither Read, nor 
Write; Who have no Trade, no Employment to live by? 
But on the contrary, by an Habitual Courſe of Idleneſs, are 


ſo corrupted in their very Minds, that they neither care for, 
nor Deſire Any. Who chuſe rather to Beg than to Work; 


and would if not Starve, yet Steal; or commit any Other the 
vileſt Sin, rather than ſettle Themſelves to any Honeſt Buſi- 
neſs for the Supply of Their Neceſſities. N 

- And yet this is the difference between Theſe Bro The One 


by your Charity to Them when Children, grow up to be Up- 


right, Uſeful, and Induſtrious Henand Nomen; Are enabled. 


to provide for Themſelves by their Own Care and Labour: 
The Others, for want of ſuch an Education, become Lazy 
and Diſfblate, Vicious and Debauched ; always Begging, and 


always Poor; Ignorant of their Duty to God, and Uſeleſs 


Members, or rather Burdens, of the Common-Wealth: 


But there is much more to be Conſider d in this Matter than 


This: Such untutor'd Perſons are not 92 0 as We have ſeen, 
nutterly unqualified for any Uſeful Buſineſs 
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(. adly.) Are, for the moſt part, in a much worſe Condi- 
tion with reſpect to the Orber. Their Lazineſs, and their Po- 
verty, naturally prompt Them to take Wicked Courſes: And 
having not any Competent Khowledge of, or Concern for, 
their Duty, they purſue them without Remorſe; and nei- 
ther regard the Cenſure of Man, nor conſider the Judgment 

of God againſt them for their Evil-Doings. 

This is Their Unhappineſs; let me add, and even the Scan- 
dal and Reproach of the Society of which we are Members. 
That Perſons ſhould be ſuffer d to grow up in a Chriſtian King- 
dom as Barbarous, and Unſenſible of Religion, as it They had 
been Born in a Pagan Country: As little acquainted with ei- 
ther the Knowledge, or Practice of their Duty, as Thoſe who 
never heard of Cbriſt, or his Goſpel, | 

O] How much Happier are Thoſe, who through your kind 
Aſſiſtance enjoy the Benefit of a Holy and Vertuous Educa- 
tion? Who are not only well Inſtructed in what they ought 
to Do, but are Accuſtomed to Fulfil it, And by being kept to 
School, and obliged to a Uſeful Way of ſpending their Time, 
are deliver d at Once both from the Temptations, and Sins, 
which the Others for want hereof do too often fall into, Cer- [ 
tainly that Charity cannot but be moſt pleaſing to God, which I 
at the ſame time that it Relieves the Body, provides for the 
Soul ikewiſe: And not only frees Thoſe who Partake of it || 
from the Neceſlities of the preſent Life, but, in good mea- 
ſure, ſecures them from the Hazard of Eternal Miſery, and | 
Damnation, in That which is to Cone. 

How likely this Charity may be (zdly) to Promote the 
Publick Good, I ſhall need offer very little to Convince You. 

Every One knows how much the Wealth, the Strength, the 
Reputation, of any Society is advanced by the Labour and 
Diligence, the Cunning and Skilfulneſs of Thoſe who are 
Members of it. When therefore, through your Beneficence, 

Multitudes both of Heads and Hands ſhall be added to the 

Improvement of the Trade, and Manufactures, of our Coun- 

try; which would'atherwiſe have been either altogether Idle 

and Uſeleſs, or, it may be, would have been employ'd to 
the Detriment of it; What can be ore evident than that this 
muſt, in time, turn conſiderably to its Advantage; and be- 

{peak your Charity to be as much for the Pu licſt Good, as 17 
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the Welfare and Benefit of thoſe particular Perſons Who have * 
the Advantage of it. | | al 
And yet there is ſtill Another, and a Higher Confederation Se 
than all Theſe, to Recommentd This Sort of Charity, and that U 
is (4thly) From the Influence it may probably have to Re- G 
form our Vices; and make Us both a Wiſer, and Better ſort of | 
People than We Now Are, or probably thould ever have been, 7 
by any Other Means. | + 
How far that unhappy Decay not only of Chriſtian Piety, 
but even of Moral Honeſty and Sobriety, which is but too ap- t 
parent among Us, has been owing to the Neglect of theſe ſort tl 
of Perſons, I ſhall not pretend to determine. Thus much is I 
evident, that as our firſt Education has a mighty Influence up- « 
on all the following part of our Lives, ſo1t muſt needs be a . 
great Misfortune for Children to fall into the hands of Igno- n 
rant, and Careleſs, but much more of Vicious, and Irreligious | 
Bervants; ſuch as have no ſenſe, nor Knowledge of their Du- C 
ty; or, it may be, are engaged in an oppoſite Courſe of Vice, N 
and Profaneneſs: From the One of which They can Learn 
no Good; from the Other they May, and I fear, very often 
Do, learn much Evil. 55 „ 
There are, I believe, but fe Families among Us, which t 
are not too ſenſible of what Tam now ſpeaking : That have 1 
not more or leſs ſuffer d upon their Own, or their Childrens ) 


account, by the want of Juſtice, Sobriety, and Religion, in thoſe 
about Them. And ſurely then it cannot but be a matter of 
great Concern, both for the Glory of God, and'our Own Inte- 
- reſt, to begin the Work of Reformation there, where we can- 
not but be ſenſible it is very much wanted; and may be of the 
_ utmoſt Importance to us. And this muſt be dene not when 
fach Perſons are grown up, (for then tis commonly too late ei- 
ther to Inſtruct, or Reclaim Them) but whilft they are CHil- 
dren. They muſt beſeaſon'd with Good Principles; - and be ac- 
cuſtom'd to a Good Life betimes; and then we may Hope 
they will alſo ſerve their Maſters with Diligence, and Fi- 
delity; not with Eye-ſervice; but out of Conſcience to 
their Duty, when they Grow Older, Py bo 
Here therefore is another, and a very forcible Argument it 
is, for the preſent Charity: Not only to fit theſe poor Children 
by Reading, Writing, and Caſting of Account, to 4 
N d eee 
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Uſeful when they come to Buſineſs; but by an Honeſt, Sober, 
and Religions Education, to diſpoſe them to Labour and Dili- 
gence : To be Faithful to their Truſt z Juſt in all their Deal- 
1 Careful of what is Committed to Them; Innocent and 
Uſfil in their Converſation; Pious towards God; and of 
Good Example to All with whom They have to do. 

By theſe means Thouſands who already begin to be zhus 
Inſtructed, inſtead of having no Knowledge, no Principles, no 
Religion, will be brought both to Underſtand and to Fulfil 
their Duty. They will not ye 4 be reſcued out of the Jaws of 
the Devil Themſelves, but will probably become the happy 
Inſtruments of Reclaiming- many Others. And, by all this, 
God's Name will be Glorified; A Senſe and Practice of Re- 
ligion will be propagated; Some ſtop Will be put to Profane- 
neſs and Immorality: And Who can tell but that, by the 
Bleſſing of God, the Reformation begun with Theſe may Go 
on to all the Other Degrees of Men amongſt Us; and render 
us rd Happy Nation, a peculiar People, Zealous of Good 
Works. | | 

And now, if there are ſo many Arguments, as you have 
heard, to recommend the Exerciſe of ſuch a Charity as this in 
the General; I may venture to ſay that you of zbis Pariſh in 
Particular, ought to be more than Ordinarily Bountitul in 
your Encouragement of it. 

In other places theſe poor Children are only Taug ht, or at the 
moſt Cloathed; Here they are moreover, Lodged, Fed, and 
Maintained: And by that means, the Good Inſtructions they 
receive at School, are not effaced, by the ill Examples and Con- 
verſation, they would too often meet with az Home. 

This is certainly a Great Advantage, but it brings a Heavy 
Burden along with it. In the moſt plentiful times it is compu- 
ted at Eight Hundred, Under the preſent Scarcity, the Charge 


of it will hardly be defray'd for a Thouſand Funds a Year. 


The Number thus Inſtructed, and provided for by you, is very 
Great: No leſs than a Hundred and Fifteen Boys and Girls ; 
And of theſe, within about Elven Tears that this Charity has 
been carried on, above one hundred have been placed out to 
ſome Good and Uſeful Employments ; who would Otherwiſe 


- 


have been at this time Rambling about the Streets; with No- 


thing, or What is worſe than Nothing, to Do. 
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need to mention any other, than to deſire you to conſider 


for Want of a ſuitable Encouragement; but as ever you Hope 


not otherwiſe provide for the Good Education of Theirs. 


aud the Holy Gboft, be all Monot and Glory, now, and for ever. 


In other Places this Charity is menaged only by a Voluntary 
Society of Well-diſpoſed Perſons: It is your (almoſt Singular) 
Advantage, that this Work is here carried on by a Corporation 
eſtabliſh'd by Her Majeſty's Letters Patents; and enabled 
thereby to receive any Gifts, or Bequeſts that ſhall be made 
to it, to perpetuate the Good Work to all Poſterity. 

How well what has been already given by you has been 
menaged; as no better Argument can be offer d, ſo I ſhall not 


from what ſmall Beginnings this Charity has, in a very few 
Years, riſen up to that Glorious Heighth in Which it now ſtands. 

This 18 an N that ought to be made not only for 
the greater Encouragement of Youg. Liberality, but to the 
Honour of thoſe Worthy Perſons who hade been intruſted with this 
Afair. It at once both demonſtrates the Prudence, aud Fide- 
lity, of Thoſe who menage this Good Work; and commends 
your Beneficence, who have {o plentifully contributed to- 
wards the Support of it. | 

Only, my Brethren, be not weary in well-doing ; but 48 You 
here plainly ſee the Happy Fruits of this Charizy before your 
Eyes, ſo let That induce you, beyond all other Perſwaſives, to 
Go on, and Abound in it more and more. The Deſign is cer- 
tainly Uſeful; tis Pious; tis Excellent: Oh! let it not fail 


for 2 Bleſſing from God upon your own Children and Fami- 
lies, ſhew ſome regard to the Neceſſities of Thoſe, who can- 


And may that God who miniſtreth Seed to the Sower, multi- 
ply rbe Seed which ye ſhall {aw and increaſe the fruits of your 
Righteouſneſs ! That, if it be his Will, you may reap the Bene- 
fits of it a Hundred told now in tlus preſent time, and in the 
World to come may attain Lafe Everlaſting ; 


Through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; Io whom with the Father, 
Amen, l 


